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the horse returned to Hastinapura, Yudhishthira gave
valuable  presents   to   commemorate   his  joy,   and he
with his queen was at once ordained for the sacrifice.
The   horse   was   slain   by   the   Brahmanas   and   his
entrails were   according   to   the   Shastras thrown   as
oblation   into   the   sacrificial fire.    The  sacred   smell
issuing therefrom was taken by Yudhishthira and  his
brothers and the Brahmanas  present.    At the end  of
the sacrifice Yudhishthira said:   "The Dakshina for
Ashwamedha is the earth itself.    Arjuna conquered it
for me and I  give it to Vyasa.    Let Vyasa and the
Brahmanas divide it among themselves.    I  with  my
brothers and wife will retire into the forest."    " Amen,"
said Draupadi and the Pandavas ; and a thrill of amaze-
ment and admiration went over those who were present*
Vyasa praised them for their generosity and goodness,
but said,   " You have given me the earth and I give it
back to you and give me its equivalent in coin."    A
crore into crore gold coins were then given by Yudhish-
thira, and these, together with all the  golden utensils
made for the sacrifice were divided by the Brahmanas,
who loaded with riches, left Hastinapura blessing the
Pandavas for their liberality.    Vyasa gave his share to
Kunti, who again gave it away in charity.    Thus ended
the horse-sacrifice of Yudhishthira, the only bright spot
in the after-life of the Pandavas, a sacrifice in which
thousands were daily feasted with rich food and drink
and which in the words of the poet   "gleamed with
heaps of gold and jewels and was a veritable sea of wine
and liquor."   " It was the universal talk of praise among
the iahabitants of different countries."